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XXX.—Notes on the Avifauna of New Caledonia. By 
Epear L. Layarp, C.M.G., F.Z.S., &c., H. B.M. Consul, 
and E. Lreororp C. Layarp, Vice-Consul, at Nouméa. 


WE hope the readers of ‘ The Ibis? will not think us pre- 
sumptuous if, after a residence of only six months in New 
Caledonia, where even our excursions have been confined to 
the neighbourhood of Nouméa, we make so bold as to write 
some ‘‘ Notes on the Avifauna ” of the island. 

We should premise that we believe ourselves to be in pos- 
session of all the literature extant on the ornithology of the 
island and the “ Loyalty Group," which we shall always 
include in our “ Notes." We have the articles in the * Revue 
Zoologique, 1860, by MM. Verreaux and Des Murs. While 
in Sydney for his health, Mr. E. L. Layard was fortunate 
enough to find in the extensive and valuable library of that well- 
known naturalst Dr. George Bennett (the contents of which 
were most liberally placed at his disposal by his old and valued 
friend) an excellent paper by M. Henri Jouan, entitled 
“Notes sur la Faune Ornithologique de la NouvelleCalédonie,” 
in the ‘ Mémoires de la Société Impériale des Sciences Na- 
turelles de Cherbourg,’ tome ix., p. 197 (1863). From this he 
copied descriptions of all the named species, a few others being 
alluded to without any designation ; it 1s therefore impossible 
to say to what they refer. Then we have Brenchleys's * Cruise 
of the “ Curacoa,” ? G. R. Gray's * Birds of the Tropical Is- 
lands,’ and Finsch and Hartlaub’s ‘Ornithology of Fiji, Tonga, 
and Samoa.’ A small Colonial Government Library here has 
a fine series of the travels and voyages of all the old French 
navigators; and Mr. F. W. Hutton, of the Otago Museum 
in New Zealand, has been kind enough to copy out for us 
descriptions of New-Caledonian birds from works accessible 
to him, such as Forster’s ‘ Voyage’ &c. We thus think we 
are in a position to speak with some show of authority on the 
subject. 

Our catalogue of species known in or said to inhabit New 
Caledonia and the Loyalty Islands, amounts to just 100. 
MM. Verreaux and Des Murs catalogued (1860) 76 species ; 
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M. Jouan (1863) about 40 species, of which 5 do not seem 
to be included in MM. Verreaux and Des Murs’s list. 

If any of our readers can tell us where we can find infor- 
mation on New-Caledonian birds, other than that we ug 
mentioned, we shall be most thankful. 

Our brethren of ‘The Ibis,’ will sympathize with us when 
we tell them of the horror that fell like a thick darkness on 
our minds when, in conversation with the gentlemen who’ 
came off to H.M.S, ‘ Barracouta? to welcome us on our 
arrival, we were told that no shooting was allowed on any 
pretext, as the birds were wanted to kil the locusts! 
Visions of dull despair, if not of actual suicide, floated over 
us! With ample spare time to work to be condemned to 
idleness! And what other amusements had we? Oh! 
there are billiard-tables at the restaurants and hotels! 
These offered no attractions to either of us. What was to be 
done? A day or two after our landing, a kind lady friend 
offered to drive us out to a pretty spot called Ansevata, 
where she was going to make a visit. We had driven there 
the day of our landing, and had noted with hungry eyes some 
lovely Rhipidure, yellow-billed Pachycephale, an Aplonis, a 
Hawk, and a Gull or two, and various small “ unknowns.” 

The father looked at the son ; the son divining the thought 
in his parent’s brain pronounced the magic name “ Long 
Tom.” Parent, in his blandest and most insinuating tones :— 
“ My dear Madam! would you object to our bringing a tiny 
little collecting-gun with us? it makes no noise hardly, and, as 
it isa breechloader, will not be carried loaded in the carriage!” 
Son, persuasively :—“ We can pop it in the hood behind 
there, and not a soul can see it." Lady, graciously :—“ Oh 
yes, I don’t mind a gun; and you'll get me a bird for my hat.” 
Chorus of parent and son :—‘‘ Oh yes, the loveliest we can 
find! " Ina few minutes the faithful ^ Long Tom” is un- 
shipped from his stock, rolled up in a bag, and stowed away 
in the hood, a dozen cartridges dropt into our pockets, and 
we are off. We felt as gloriously happy as two school-boys 
out of bounds, and thoroughly enjoyed our poaching expedi- 
tion! Our fair friend dropped us by a nice bit of bush, and 
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promised to give us one hour; soon the long gun is pointed 
well up in a tree-top, the trigger pulled, and down comes a 
bird new to us ! 

It belonged to a species that frequents the bush, poking 
about branches, searching the leaves (chiefly the undersides) 
and blossoms in search of their insect food. Their habits 
reminded me of our Fijian Monarcha ; L. L. says they utter 
a sharp shrill cry or note. 

While in New South Wales I procured specimens of Gery- 
gone albogularis, Gould, and Acanthiza pusilla (Lath.). To 
the former our bird bears a close resemblance in form and 
colour; but with the latter it shows no relationship. In the 
P. Z. S. 1859, p. 161, Mr. G. R. Gray described a New-Ca- 
ledonian bird under the name of Acanthiza flavolateralis ; 
and the description accords pretty well with our specimen ; 
but if Mr. Gray's bird is a true Acanthiza, our bird must be 
of a different species. Only a comparison with the type 
specimens in England will satisfactorily determine this; I (E. 
L. L.) therefore name our new bird Gerygone flavolateralis ; so 
that I shall not make a synonym if I have described a species 
already known, but only transferred it to its right genus *. 

The next shot fell to L. L.’s turn, and produced the lovely 
yellow-billed Pachycephala xanthetrea. 'These pretty Bush- 
Shrikes appear not to be uncommon round Nouméa ; they 
frequent the dense bush, not affecting the open Gum-tree 
forest. Their food consists of insects of all kinds, which they 
capture at rest or on the wing, darting at them as they pass 
their perch. 

It is singular that the sole white-throated Pachycephala in 
Fiji (P. vitiensis) should be found in Kandavu, the southern- 
most island of the group, and almost, if not quite, in the same 
latitude as the northern part of New Caledonia. Here all 
the species are white-throated. In Fiji, moreover, they are 
all yellow on the underparts; here some are yellow, some 
more or less rufous, approaching in this respect the Australian 

[* Mr. Sharpe has kindly compared Mr. Layard’s skin for us with Mr. 
Gray's type, and pronounces them to be specifically identical; but Mr. 
Layard’s view as to its generic affinities is undoubtedly correct.—EDp. | 
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forms, some of which are thus coloured. This island would 
seem, therefore, to be a point where the Polynesian and Aus- 
tralian forms unite. 

While we were cleaning the blood from our prize, stuffing 
its mouth, &c. previous to suspending it on the stick, a Fan- 
tail Flycatcher came and chattered the usual note of defiance 
at us; so, as we sat on a fallen tree-trunk, E. L. L. lifted the 
long gun; “ crack,” and the bird came fluttering down; away 
scudded L. L. through the tangled bush, now dodging round 
a clump, now creeping under, till he was lost to view! Pre- 
sently he returned, panting and blowing, the quarry, only 
broken-winged, having led him a chase of about a hundred 
yards, right down to the sea-beach ! and this a weak-legged 
little Rhipidura ! but, mirabile dictu, this too turns out to be 
new to us also! 

The only Rhipidura we can find described from here is R. 
albiscapa, Gould. Now specimens of this bird lie before us, 
procured by E. L. L. in New South Wales, and they are quite 
different from the New Caledonian bird ; neither will it at all 
accord with the description in Gould’s * Hand-book ’ *, 

In general appearance this bird is far more robust than R. 
albiscapa, and more generally rufous; and I should think it 
impossible to confound the two, having either the description 
or specimens before one. In habits it is similar; indeed the 
whole of the species of the genus that I have met with re- 
semble each other in this respect. 

L. L. now wandered off into the scrub ; and from the fre- 
quent sharp cracks emitted by * Long Tom ” it was evident 
he was not idle. After a while he reappeared, bringing a 
couple of Aplonis, apparently of different species, and a Red- 
breasted Flycatcher, Myiagra caledonica. He reported that 
he had undoubtedly seen a Blackbird, a veritable Merulat, 
scratching among the dead leaves; but the inopportune snap- 


[* Mr. Layard has sent us a specimen of this bird, and we have no doubt 
that it is the species described by Mons. E. Marie as Rhipidura verreauxi 
in the paper referred to at the end of Mr. Layard’s “ Notes.”—Enp. ] 

[t Probably Turdus xanthopus, Forst.—Epp. ]. 
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ping of a branch underfoot had scared it before a shot could 
be obtained. 

We had now six birds on the stick; and it was time we 
returned to the rendezvous for our fair friend, who soon hove 
in sight with her sable “ Jehu,” and immediately claimed the 
Myiagra for her hat !! She was promised a far lovelier speci- 
men, Myzomela sanguinolenta, one of which had gleamed like 
a crimson flash before our eyes,—a promise, we need hardly 
say, faithfully kept. 

Such was our first hour’s collecting in New Caledonia. 
Ill health, and absence in Australia in consequence, has pre- 
vented E. L. L. from again visiting Ansevata; but L. L. has 
has frequently made it the scene of his early morning pere- 
grinations, and has reaped a fair harvest, of which we shall 
write at another time. 

But some will ask, “ How about the prohibition? Here 
are H.M. Consul and the V.-C. breaking the laws!" Not 
so fast, good brother! We discovered the remains of a mu- 
seum in the cellars of the * Maire ;" and we learned that the 
Government was going to build two rooms for its reception ; 
so we made the following offer to the Government :— 

“Tf you will give us a special permit to shoot, we will 
supply the museum with specimens, arrange and clean those 
you have got, and otherwise help you; and we will carefully 
abstain from shooting any of the birds you have imported 
to eat the locusts—Sparrows and “Merles des iles Philippines” 
(whatever these latter may be) ; and we will help you in im- 
porting proper species for this work, having had some ex- 
perience in this matter." His Excellency, Admiral Pritzbuer, 
immediately acceded to our request, and armed us with a 
* permis spécial;" and so we don’t go “poaching ” any more! 

The first occasion of showing the “ permis " was charming. 
L. L. was returning one morning with some birds on a stick, as 
usual, when he was accosted by a gendarme, who requested | 
him to sell the “gibier”! He wanted them to eat (these 
fellows have eaten all the imported Pheasants, &c.. On L. 
L.’s refusing, the man, who was joined by the commandant 
of the gendarmerie, suddenly bethought him of the illegality 
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of the shooting. We must state that L. L. was dressed in 
one of our collecting-suits, which we had made for Para and 
the Philippine Islands, thin, blue material, fitting close, and 
full of pockets. In colour it resembles the stuff worn by the 
peasantry here. 

In reply to his now angry tone, L. L. flourished his “ per- 
mis ” at him, and the mien of “ Dogberry ” was instantly 
changed. “ Par bleu! it's the English Vice-Consul! Mille 
pardones. (Bows and scrapes.) How could he know 
Monsieur in that dress. (Handshaking and fraternité.) 
Monsieur and M. le Consul were great zoologists. He had 
orders to help MM. in every thing (in truth, orders have 
been sent, by our kind friend the Governor, through all the 
provinces that in case we travel every help should be given 
us). Had Monsieur had * bon succés,’” &c. (More bows 
and scrapes, and exeunt omnes.) 

The most interesting bird obtained the morning we visited 
Ansevata was, to us, a novelty, both as to its genus and spe- 
cies; nor can we discover any clue to it amongst the papers 
and descriptions already referred to. | 

It was shot by L. L. in thick, low scrub, almost on the 
sea-beach, where it was observed. It progresses rapidly by 
short powerful leaps from bough to bough. He did not hear 
it utter any note, as he only had a very short time to observe 
it int. 

P.S. February 2nd.—Since writing the above, I this morn- 
ing paid a visit to Ansevata, hoping to procure another Rhi- 
pidura ; and close to the place where we shot the other I soon 
found a pair of birds. They struck me as very small; and 
my astonishment may well be imagined when, on picking up 
one that fell to the long gun's destructive powers, I found I 
had the bird that had been described as the R. albiscapa from 


[* This specimen, which has been sent to us for examination by Mr. 
Layard, seems referable to the species described by J. Verreaux (Nouv. 
Arch. du Mus. Bull. v. p. 17, t. i. £. 2) as Megalurulus marie. The figure 
is by no means a good one, and shows a rather more rufous tint of plu- 
mage than Mr. Layard's example; but there can be little doubt that it 
is intended to represent an individual of the same species.—Epp. | 
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New Caledonia! but which was about one third less in size 
than the specimens of the true species I shot in Australia !! 
Other peculiarities struck me at the instant; and on comparing 
the two together I found my suspicions confirmed. 

The underparts are more rufous than in the true R. albiscapa 
of Gould; and the greyish band that intervenes between the 
dark gular patch, or band, and the dirty nankeen of the under- 
parts are wanting. If these differences in size and coloration 
are constant in other specimens, I propose to separate the 
species from AK. albiscapa, and bestow upon it the cognomen 
R. bulgeri, to perpetuate the name of an old friend and valued 
collaborateur 1n Ornithology and other branches of Natural 
History. 


[Mr. Layard has mentioned above the principal authorities 
on New-Caledonian Ornithology known to him, but does not 
appear to be acquainted with the most recent account of the 
birds of that island, which, indeed, seems to have been quite 
overlooked by ornithologists. This is a paper by Mons. E. 
Marie, published in the * Actes de la Société Linnéenne de 
Bordeaux,’ tom. xxvii. (1870), and entitled “ Mélanges Orni- 
thologiques sur la Faune de la Nouvelle-Calédonie et descrip- 
tion d'une espéce nouvelle." It gives, besides the description 
of the new Rhipidura verreauxi above alluded to, a long note 
on the habits of Lthinochetus jubatus. Then follows a catalogue 
of New-Caledonian birds known to the author, which, being 
the most complete list yet drawn out, and being published in 
a not very accessible work, we think it advisable to reprint 
here, both for Mr. Layard’s convenience, and also for the 
benefit of others who may be interested in the ornithology of 
New Caledonia. There can be little doubt that Mons. Marie 
was greatly assisted by the late Jules Verreaux in its compi- 


lation.—Epp. | 


List of New-Caledonian Birds. By E. Martz. 


1. Haliastur sphenurus ( éeuUl.). 4. Urospizias approximans (V. 
2. Pandion leucocephalus One). 

(Gould). 5. -—— torquata ( Cuv.). 
8. Urospizias haplochroa (Scl.). 6, Circus maillardi (J. Verr.). 
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. Circus assimilis (Kaup). 
. Strix castanops, Gould. 


delicatula, Gould. 


. Collocalia linchi (Horsf.). 
. Nymphicus cornutus ( Gon.). 
. Platycercus caledonicus 


(Gm.). 


. Cyanorhamphus saisseti, 


Verr. & Desm. 


. Psitteuteles diadema, Verr. § 


Desm. 


. Trichoglossus deplanchei, 


Verr. & Desm. 


. Polychlorus magnus (6G.). 
. Eudynamys taitensis 


(Sparrm.). 


. Cacomantis bronzinus, G. R. 


Gray. 


. Chalcites lucidus (G'm.). 

. Todirhamphus sanctus (Bp.). 
. Turdus xanthopus, Forst. 

. Megalurulus marie, Verr. 

. Petroeca, sp.P Gray. 


24. Acanthiza flavolateralis, G. 
Rh. Gray. 

25. Myiagra perspicillata, G. R. 
Gray. 

26 viridinitens, G. R.'Gray. 

27. Rhipidura albiscapa (Gould). 

28. verreauxi, Æ. Marie. 

29. Eopsaltria variegata, G. R. 
Gray. 

30. ? caledonica, G. R. Gray. 

31 flavigastra, Verr, 
Desm. 

92. Pachycephala xanthetrza 
(Forst.). 

33. morarensis Verr. & 
Desin. 

34 assimilis, Verr. & Desm. 

35. —— P? sp. P 

96. Artamus melaleucus (Forst.), 


. Campephaga caledonica 


(Gm.). 


. — analis, Verr. & Desm. 


v 


99. 


40, 


4l. 
42. 


43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 


49. 


50. 


5l. 
52. 


53. 


54. 


55. 


56. 
57. 


58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 


62. 


63. 


64, 


65. 


66. 
67. 


68. 


69. 
+70. 


Lalage montrouzieri, Verr. & 
Desm. 

nzvia? (Gm.). 

Corvus coronoides? Gould. 

Physocorax moneduloides 
(Less.). 

Aplonis striata (Gm.), 

—— nigroviridis (Less.). 

viridigrisea, G. R. Gray. 

atronitens, G. R. Gray. 

—~ caledonicus, Bp. 

Leptornis aubryanus, Verr, 
& Desm. 

Tropidorhynchus lessoni, G. 
R. Gray. 

Glyciphila modesta, G. R, 
Gray. 

poliotis, G. R, Gray. 

— fasciata (Forst.). 

——P chlorophæa (Forst.). 

—— incana (Lath.). 

Myzomela sanguinolenta, 
Gould, 

—— erythrocephala, Gould. 

Zosterops xanthochroa, G. R. 
Gray. 

—— griseonota, G. R, Gray. 

Erythrura psittacea (Gm.). 

Ptilonopus greyi, G. R. Gray. 

Drepanoptila holosericea 
(Temm.). 

Phænorhina goliath, G. R, 
Gray. 

Carpophaga ænea, 
Gray. 

Tanthenas hypcenochroa, 
Gould. 

Chalcophaps longirostris, 
Gould, 

Turnix varius (Zemm.). 

Rhinochetus jubatus, Verr, & 
Desm. 

Esacus magnirostris, Temm. 

Charadrius, sp. ? G. R. Gray. 

—— xanthochilus, Wagl. . 


G. R. 
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. Strepsilas interpres (L.). +87. Œstrelata rostrata ( Peale). 
. Totanus incanus ( Gm.) 88. Larus novee-hollandix, Steph. 
. Limosa uropygialis, Gould. 89. Sterna gracilis, Gould. 
novee-zealandiz ? G. R 90. melanauchen, Temm. 
Gray. 91. Thalasseus poliocercus, Gould, 
75. Numenius uropygialis, Gould. 92, —— pelecanoides (King). 


76. Schæniclus australis (Gould). 1-93. Haliplana fuliginosa (Gm.). 
77. Hypotænidia philippensis -+ 94. Anous melanops, Gould. . 


(Gm.). -+-95, Phaëton candidus (Briss.). 

78. Porzana immaculata, Gould. -}+96. Phaéthon rubricauda 

79. Zapornia leucophrys, Gould. (Gm.). 

80. Gallirallus lafresnayanus, + 97. Tachypetes aquilus (.L.). 
Verr. & Desm. e 98. minor (Gim.). 

81. Porphyrio melanonotus, 99. Phalacrocorax melanoleucus 
Temm. ( Vieill.). 

82 bellus, Gould. 3-100. Dysporus sula (Z.). 

83. Egretta brevipes, Verr. § . 101. Anas superciliosa, Gm. 
Desm. ` 102. Mareca castanea, Gould. 

84. Herodias nove-hollandiz 103. Nyroca australis, Gould. 
(Lath.). 104. Spatula rhynchotis (Lath.). 

85. —— albolineata, G. R. Gray. 105. Dendrocygna gouldi (Bp.). 

86. Nycticorax caledonicus 106. Podiceps gularis, Gould. 
(Steph. ). 


XXXI.—Notes on some Birds collected during the Exploration 
of the Fly River. By M. L. D'Arsrzuris, C.M Z.S.* 


Iv is more than a century since New Guinea became a country 
of great interest to the naturalist, and its avifauna attracted 
the attention of students and travellers. Yet, up to the pre- 
sent time, we may say that much more has to be done to 
bring to light all the treasures it possesses. Many attempts 
have been made to explore the country, and collections ob- 
tained by which we may guess at its rich fauna; but difficulties 
of many kinds have always prevented a thorough exploration. 
Nevertheless of late years we may congratulate ourselves on 
some marked results having been attained which we could 
hardly have expected. | 
After the earlier Dutch and French explorations, the cele- 
brated Wallace visited Dorey, on the north-west coast, and 
* Reprinted from the ‘Sydney Mail’ of Feb. 24, 1877. 


